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Promote and support research

through
funding, human resource development and the provision of 
the necessary research facilities

in order to
facilitate the creation of knowledge, innovation and 
development in all fields of science and technology, including 
indigenous knowledge

and thereby to
contribute to the improvement of the quality of life of all the 
people of the Republic

NRF Act, No 23 of 1998

Legislative Mandate of the NRFLegislative Mandate of the NRF
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Quality of life

National Research FoundationNational Research Foundation
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outreach
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Research and 
Innovation Support 
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(RISA)

Provision of 
National 
Research 
Facilities

Pillars of the NRFPillars of the NRF



National Research FacilitiesNational Research Facilities

http://www.hartrao.ac.za/gallery/index.html
http://www.tlabs.ac.za/gau_intro.htm
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RISA Human Capacity RISA Human Capacity 
Development Excellence Pipeline Development Excellence Pipeline 
(R(R’’m)m)
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• Doctoral training programmes, funding avenues
• Postdoctoral training and employment opportunities
• Notification of relevant events, seminars, workshops 
• Blog

South African PhD Project South African PhD Project 
Information HubInformation Hub
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PhD Graduations per Million PhD Graduations per Million 
of Population per yearof Population per year
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Number of students supported by the NRF

Next Generation ResearchersNext Generation Researchers

Growing student throughput …
3rd/4th year and Btech/Hons doubled in 2012/13



• Next Generation
• South African PhD Project
• Bursaries and Scholarships
• DST – NRF Internship
• Professional Development Programme

• Emerging Researchers
• Thuthuka Programme
• Postdoctoral Fellowships
• Professional Development Programme
• Research Career Advancement Fellowships
• Sabbatical grants for completion of doctoral degrees

Funding and initiatives for growing Funding and initiatives for growing 
the SET basethe SET base



Thuthuka ProgrammeThuthuka Programme

• PhD Track: for applicants wanting to obtain a PhD 
within the funding period; 

• Post-PhD Track: for applicants wanting to become 
established researchers, strengthening their research 
capabilities; and

• NRF Rating Track: for applicants wanting to apply for 
an NRF rating within the six-year funding period. 
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Equity targets for doctoral graduationsEquity targets for doctoral graduations

South African Demographics (2011)

Black Women Persons with 
disability

% of 
population 91 52 -

% of Doctoral 
graduates 52 42 -

Target over 3 
year period 80 55 4
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Targets for International StudentsTargets for International Students

Citizen Distribution 2011 Target
% SA

(Citizen & Permanent 
residence)

94 87

% SADC

(Exc. SA)
3 5

% Rest of Africa
2 4

% Outside of Africa
1 4

13
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The SKA SA Project The SKA SA Project 

• Postdoctoral fellowships: 80% - 100% of the awards have been allocated 
to foreign candidates. Five per annum.

• Doctoral scholarship: 4 out of the 6 awards were allocated to foreign 
nationals from the partner countries

• Masters: 4 out of 12 awards were allocated to foreign nationals from the 
partner countries

• Undergraduate: 4 Botswana students at UKZN per year as per 
SA/Botswana bilateral agreement. 4 from the partner countries doing a 
technical degree at DUT.

Partner countries are: Botswana, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritus, 
Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia

•
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